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to the free use of her own markets. But the first list, in which Imperial Preference will give her almost monopoly terms, is quite large enough and lucrative enough to entirely relieve the existing congestion of agriculture.
Lord Crewe, in stating this particular objection to Mr. Bonar Law's proposals for Imperial Preference, obviously, relies rather on the ill-informed leaflets of the Free Trade Union or the Cobden Club than on the technical knowledge of his own Anglo-Indian advisers at the India Office. So he pours contempt on Mr. Bonar Law's statement of opinion at Ashton-under-Lyne that, " so far as he could judge, the competition that the Indian cotton industry had most to fear was not that of Lancashire, but that of Japan, and perhaps that of China." On this Lord Crewe observed that " the facts are that 91*78 per cent, of the total import of cotton goods comes from Lancashire., 1*52 per cent, from Japan, and 0-5 per cent, from China/' And he adds that *' it is impossible to embellish these